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Border Management in an Insecure World

Much has been written in recent years about the value of ‘soft’ borders in maintaining
good relations between neighbouring states and creating borderland prosperity.
However, the reality in many parts of the world is that borders are hardening rather than
softening as states seek to protect their populations from perceived external threats.

The aim of this conference will be to examine the implications of the re-emergence of
security as a key dimension of boundary management. Can borders actually be made
secure in the 21st century? If so, what are the political, economic and social
consequences, especially for border regions? What border management strategies are
available and how are they working in practice? And how can scholars assist
practitioners in finding solutions to complex border management challenges”?

The conference will be multidisciplinary in approach and global in scope.
We welcome proposals for panels or papers on any of the following themes:

e Boundary security, surveillance and control

e Managing disputed territory

e Post-conflict border management

e The role and function of boundary commissions

e The cartopolitics of territorial control

e Fortress Europe - lessons from Schengenland

e Managing maritime boundaries

e Transboundary environmental management

e FEvaluating the purpose and impact of fences, walls and barriers
e From alienation to integration: theorising borderland development
¢ The boundaries of failing and fragmenting states
e TJechnologies for effective border management

e (Contentious sub-state and inter-entity boundaries

e Emerging challenges to the territorial integrity of the state \‘ I B R U
e Economic, cultural and social impacts of hardening borders ST

Potential speakers should prepare an abstract of not more than 300 words and
forward it by e-mail, fax or post, to reach us not later than Friday 14th October
2005. All abstracts and enquiries should be addressed to:

Ms Michelle Speak, Director of External Relations, International Boundaries
Research Unit, Department of Geography, Durham University, South Road,
Durham, DH1 3LE, United Kingdom

E-mail: ibru-events@durham.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)191 334 1965 Fax: +44 (0)191 334 1962 ] )

Updated information will be posted on the conference web site at: "Durham
http://www-ibru.dur.ac.uk/conferences/bmiw University




